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NIf vy ou 6 stiknot sure

about whether you want

to get into Public Relations
(PR), | think LinkedIn is
anamazing tool e
Interesting to see how

other people in the

industry  found their path O

- Ms. Emma Cheshire, 2020
Finding True North Episode 6

Profile | Emma is a Senior Account Executive at Public Relations (PR) agency Propeller Group, where she works with multiple B2B
clients across the technology, retaill and media industries . She graduated from the University of Southampton with a Bachelor's
degree in English Literature in 2015 . After graduation, she completed a Ma st ededgie® in English and American Literature at the
University of Kent, studying part of her degree in France at its Paris School of Arts and Culture . Prior to Propeller Group, Emma
interned at various consumer PR agencies, a film office and the Times Educational Supplement .
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/N '\ CAREER INSIGHTS ON PUBLIC RELATIONS (PR)

What is Public Relations (PR)?

Businesses and public figures hire us to
manage & build their positive image and
reputation in the press

Can be in -house (work for the company)
or agency (work for multiple clients). Can
be a publicist or work B2B or B2C.

Not to be confused with Marketing or
Advertising. PR is about working with
the media  to create a good public image.

We are needed because the media can
shape and influence public opinion.

Finding a

Media
relations

interviews
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/\/\ PIVOTAL MOMENT

Emma's experience in student journalism while at University gave her some insight into what it would have been like working
on a real publication. However, it also made her realise that covering news stories wasn't her only interest and led her to
explore beyond journalism and into other aspects of the media industry.
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/\ 3 WAYS TO SUCCEED IN A PR CAREER

THE TRICKS OF THE TRADE: GOOD WRITING SKILLS AND BEING A PEOPLE PERS

PR CAN SUIT YOUR INTERESNE TECHNOLOGY? THESE COMPANIES NEED PRs

ENTHUSIASM AND BEING WILLING TO LEARN
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/\/\ 3 TAKEAWAYS

NO PATH IS SET IN STONE...EXPLORE WHAT ELSE IS OUT THERE

LEVERAGE UNI SOCIETIES AND EXTRA CURRICULARS...NOT JUST INTERNSHIPS

YOU DON'T HAVE TO KNOW EVERYTHING
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Do you already know what career you want after education?

Yes, | think so...
0%

I'm not sure, I've changed my mind a few times

L P T OV VI I VI VI I I VI I I I I IO IR

No, I'm totally open to anything right now!
0%

OYYIl gl a | RRAGAZ2YI

Question : What traits or skills are the most transferable in PR?

E mma dasswer : There are so many! Being able to write well and in a variety of ways that suit
different audiences will certainly give you a head start . Having the experience with working as part of
a team is also a key skill needed in PR that is also adaptable to other industries . PR is such a fast-
paced environment, with so many moving parts and projects on the go, so if y o u dable to manage
your time well and stay organised then this will put you in a strong position, and these are skills that

can be transferred to other career paths too.

Question : Top tips for deciding what size of company to work for, bigger or smaller?

E mma 6amswer : It depends on what kind of person you are and what makes you comfortable .
Sometimes big sized companies with lots of people that you never really speak to or know can be
quite overwhelming . For me, | learned quickly that working in a smaller business, where you would
know everyone - from your immediate colleagues to the CEO i was better for me. | was quite quiet
(and still am, really!) so working as part of a smaller company has helped me build my confidence

slowly and also allowed me to gain more responsibility and at my own pace.

Want more Q&A? Watch E mma 6FKnding True North episode here .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO2etAcsJkU
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The Tech Allies Network immensely thanks

Emma Cheshire

for being a guest on Finding True North!
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